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	Course Outline


	Department & Number
	ECHD 120
	Number of Weeks
	18

	Course Title
	Introduction to Principles and Practices of Early Childhood Education         
	Lecture Hours By Term
	54

	Prerequisite
	None
	Lab Hours By Term
	

	Challenge Policy                    
	N/A
	*Hours By Arrangement
	

	Co-requisite
	None
	Units 
	3

	Challenge Policy                    
	N/A
	
	

	Advisory
	None


	*HOURS BY ARRANGEMENT: 
	N/A
	Hours per term. 

	           ACTIVITIES: (Please provide a list of the activities students will perform in order to satisfy the HBA requirement):

	

	

	


	COURSE/CATALOG DESCRIPTION


	This course is an examination of the underlying theoretical principles of developmentally appropriate practices applied to programs, environments, emphasizing the key role of relationships, constructive adult-child interactions, and teaching strategies in supporting physical, social, creative and intellectual development for all young children. This course includes a review of the historical roots of early childhood programs and the evolution of the professional practices promoting advocacy, ethics, and professional identity.




	COURSE OBJECTIVES:

	At the completion of the course the student will be able to:




	1. Identify the historical roots, learning theories and professional pathways in early childhood education including ethical and professional standards in order to develop one’s teaching philosophy and professional goals.

	2. Differentiate between program types (age, funding stream, purpose, policies, environments etc), delivery systems, quality standards, licensing and regulation structures in early childhood settings.

	3. Describe the characteristics of effective relationships and interactions between early childhood professionals, children, families, and colleagues including the importance of collaboration.

	4. Compare and contrast principles of positive guidance and interactions.

	5. Examine the value of play as a vehicle for developing skills, knowledge, dispositions, and strengthening relationships among young children.

	6. Examine a variety of guidance and interaction strategies to increase children’s social competence and promote a caring classroom community.

	7. Assess early childhood settings, curriculum cycle, and teaching strategies utilizing indicators of quality early childhood practice that support all children including those with diverse characteristics and their families.


INTENDED STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
	Interpret best and promising teaching and care practices as defined within the field of early care and education’s history, range of delivery systems, program types and philosophies and ethical standards.

	Examine a variety of guidance and interaction strategies to increase children’s social competence and promote a caring classroom community

	Assess early childhood settings, curriculum, and teaching strategies utilizing indicators of quality early childhood practice that support all children including those with diverse characteristics and their families.

	Students will improve their ability to communicate in writing on topics pertaining to early childhood education including early development of  one’s teaching philosophy and professional goals


COURSE CONTENT (Lecture): 
	1. History and philosophy

a. Current and historic models, influences, and  approaches in the field of early childhood

b. The importance of developmentally, culturally, linguistically appropriate practice. 

	2. Program types

a. Delivery systems (nonprofit, profit, publicly funded, alternative payment/voucher)

b. Program types (family child care, centers, after school programs, license-exempt; infant/toddler, preschool, school-age)

	3. Classroom environment

a. Environments that address the developmental needs of children of different ages (infant/toddler, preschool, school-age)

b. Addressing the needs of the “whole child” (physical, cognitive, social-emotional)

c. Play as a vehicle for development and learning

d. Essentials of basic observational skills and program planning

e. The interrelationship of planning, observation, and assessment

f. The influence of environment on behavior and learning (environment as third teacher)

	4. Guidance and discipline

a. Age and culturally  appropriate practices

b. Considerations for typical and atypical development

c. Importance of positive teacher-child relationships and interactions

d. Positive guidance techniques and strategies

e. The influence of environment on behavior and learning (environment as third teacher)

	5. Professionalism

a. Licensing and regulation (e.g., Title 22, Title 5, Fire Code), and personnel requirements 

b. NAEYC Code of ethics

c. Characteristics of an effective teacher in an early childhood setting

d. Collaboration and partnerships with families, colleagues, and health care professionals 

e. Quality indicators (e.g., accreditation and current assessment tools)

f. Career options/paths

g. Professional organizations and ongoing professional development 

h. Characteristics and introduction to developing  a personal and professional philosophy


COURSE CONTENT (Lab): N/A
	

	


	METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:

	Lecture

	Small group discussions 

	Observations

	Exams 

	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS:


NOTE: To be UC/CSU transferable, the text must be dated within the last 7 years OR a statement of justification for a text beyond the last 7 years must be included. 

	Textbook Title:
	Beginnings and Beyond-Foundations in Early Childhood Education  

	Author:
	Gordon and Brown

	Publisher:
	Cengage 

	Edition/Date:
	9th Edition/2013

	Textbook Reading Level:
	

	Justification Statement:
	(For textbook beyond 7 years)

	
	


OUTSIDE OF CLASS WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS:

Title 5, section 55002.5 establishes that a range of 48 -54hours of lecture, study, or lab work is required for one unit of credit. For each hour of lecture, students should be required to spend an additional two hours of study outside of class to earn one unit of credit. 

· State mandates that sample assignments must be included on the Course Outline of Record.

	       Outside of Class Weekly Assignments
	Hours per week


	Weekly Reading Assignments (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	2


	Students are responsible for weekly chapter readings as well as additional articles over the course of the semester.


	Weekly Writing Assignments (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	    2


	Students are responsible for several critical thought write ups on their chapter readings. They are also responsible three writing assignments over the course of the semester.  


	Weekly Math Problems (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	N/A


	


	Lab or Software Application Assignments (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	N/A


	


	Other Performance Assignments (Include detailed assignment below, if applicable)
	   2


	Students are responsible for a completing a program observation assignment, which entails them selecting an early childhood program on their own and assessing the environment, interactions, and theoretical foundations. 


STUDENT EVALUATION: (Show percentage breakdown for evaluation instruments)

	· Course must require use of critical thinking, college-level concepts & college-level learning skills. 

· For degree credit, course requires essay writing unless that requirement would be inappropriate to the course objectives. If writing is inappropriate, there must be a requirement of problem-solving or skills demonstration.


	20
	%
	Essay (If essay is not included in assessment, explain below.)

	

	
	%
	Computation  or Non-computational Problem Solving Skills

	20
	%
	Skills Demonstration

	60
	%
	Objective Examinations

	
	
	Other (describe)

	
	%
	

	
	%
	

	
	%
	


	  GRADING POLICY: (Choose LG, P/NP, or SC)

	 X
	Letter Grade
	
	Pass / No Pass
	
	Student Choice

	90% - 100% = A 
	70% and above = Pass
	90% - 100% = A

	80% -   89% = B      
	Below 70% = No Pass                                   
	80% -   89% = B

	70%  -  79% = C     
	
	70%  -  79% = C

	60%  -  69% = D    
	
	60%  -  69% = D

	Below   60% = F  
	
	Below   60% = F

	or

	70% and above = Pass

	Below 70% = No Pass

	Prepared by:
	Sandra D. Moore 


	Date: 
	Spring 2014
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